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7. As Christ’s followers, what does it mean for us 
to be counter-cultural? 

 
 
 
 
8. How would you describe the cost of following 

Jesus to someone who was contemplating 
becoming a Christian?  What would Jesus say 
to the same person? 

 
 
 
 
9. In the four major sections of this chapter, 

discuss how Jesus challenges the traditions 
and comfort levels of those he is encountering?  
What are the traditions he is addressing?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
10. How do our traditions sometimes keep us from 

see what the real purpose of our action is? 
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Chapter Two 
THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS 

 
 

 
 
WHERE IS JESUS?   

1. Capernaum 
2. Levi’s House 
3. The Sea of Galilee 

 
OVERVIEW :  Mark continues his dynamic description 
of Jesus’ ministry as we move into chapter two. 
Jesus offends the religious leaders by forgiving a 
paralytic’s sin, even though He proves His freedom 
to do so by healing him (2:1–12). He later 
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demonstrates His power over sin by calling—and 
transforming—a tax collector to be one of His 
disciples. He even went to dinner at Levi’s house 
with a group of tax collectors.  Ultimately, this 
arouses the criticism of the religious (vv. 13–17), 
who have never realized that God is more 
concerned with human need than with ritual (vv. 
18–20). The old ways of viewing faith are worn out, 
unable to contain the new revelation Jesus brings 
(vv. 21–22). A dispute over the Sabbath brings out 
an important point (vv. 23–28). This new revelation 
Jesus brings is in harmony with the real meaning of 
Old Testament faith, for Christ is Lord.   
 
In chapter one, we witnessed the shocking 
authority and humility of Jesus. In chapter two, we 
see that the Pharisees have also taken notice, and 
they don’t like what they see.  Skim the chapter to 
find the four complaints that the Pharisees make 
against Jesus.   
 
INSIGHT:  Jesus uses something very familiar to the 
people as an illustration of something completely 
new (2:21–22). The tightly sown skins of goats 
were often used to hold wine. The fresh skin 
stretched as the grape juice in it fermented. But old 
skins could no longer stretch, so new wine would 
cause them to burst. The debate over Sabbath 
practices that follows (vv. 23–27) illustrates that 
contemporary Jewish faith was so brittle that it had 
no room to “stretch” to meet human need. 
 
Read Mark 2:1-12.  

?  Verse 4 on digging through the roof: In 
rural Palestine, a roof would have been 
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2. What would you be seeing and/or feeling if you 
were in the crowd listening to Jesus as the men 
lowered their friend through the roof to get him 
to Jesus? 

 
 
 
 
3. If you had been the paralytic when your friends 

decided to take you up on the roof, remove the 
tiles, and lower you into the room at the feet of 
Jesus, how would you have felt? 

 
 
 
 
4. What has it cost you to follow Jesus?   
 
 
 
 
5. Is it more or less than what you expected and 

what do you think about that?  
 
 
 
 
6. In chapters 1-2, how have Christ’s actions 

broken free from cultural norms? 
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6. In which of the stories in chapter 2, did Jesus 
show His deity, therefore confirming that He 
was also the Son of God?  Explain.  

 
 
 
 
7. The teachers of the Law in 2:8 accuse Jesus of 

blasphemy which is punishable by death 
according to Leviticus 24:15, 16.  Why or why 
was He not guilty of blasphemy?  

 
 
8. Read 2:5 again and note carefully whose faith it 

is that Jesus observes. When are some times 
when you have counted on the faith and the 
faithfulness of friends to get you through a hard 
time? 

 
 
 
 
9. How would you answer the question Jesus 

poses in verse 9? 
 
 
 
 
FOR YOUR GROUP STUDY: 
1. What observations have you made in your 

study of Mark this week? 
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made of crossbeams covered with 
thatch and dried mud. 

?  Verses 6-7: Scribes were trained 
experts in Jewish legal interpretation. 
Blasphemy was a capital offense. It is 
the ultimate charge against Jesus in 
14:64. 

?  Verse 10: This is the first time in Mark 
that Jesus is referred to as the “Son of 
Man.”  The title emphasizes that Jesus 
is fully human, while, “Son of God” 
emphasizes that He is fully God.  Jesus 
regularly used the title "Son of Man" to 
refer to himself in an oblique fashion. 
Note that we understand that Jesus is 
referring to himself here, but technically 
he does not explicitly say so. 

 
Read Mark 2:13-17. 

?  Levi (another name for Matthew) son of 
Alphaeus is never mentioned again in 
Mark. In the parallel passage in Matthew 
9:9-13, however, this tax collector is 
identified as Matthew, one of the twelve 
disciples. As a tax collector, Levi would 
have been despised by other Jews for 
being an agent of Roman power and his 
probable dishonest dealings. (Tax 
collectors were able to keep everything 
over the sum they were required to 
collect for their region.) 

?  The Pharisees were a group of law-
observing Jews concerned with bringing 
all of Jewish society into conformity with 
the Torah (Law) just as they believed 
God had commanded. 
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Read Mark 2:18-22. 
?  John’s disciples: John the Baptist had a 

group of followers who were active even 
after his death. See Mark 6:29 and Acts 
18:24-19:7. 

 
Read Mark 2:23-28. 

?  A person was not supposed to work on 
the Sabbath day, and, according to 
Exodus 34:21, this included harvesting 
grain or crops. The Pharisees regarded 
what the disciples were doing by 
plucking heads of grain to eat as work.  

 
FOR YOUR PERSONAL STUDY: 
1. The term Son of God is used forty times in the 

New Testament and three times in Mark.  Look 
up each of these and identify who it is or was 
that called Jesus the Son of God. 

a. Mark 1:1 
 
 
 
 

b. Mark 3:11 
 
 
 
 

c. Mark 15:39 
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2. The term Son of Man is used eighty-six times in 
the New Testament and fourteen times in the 
book of Mark:  2:10, 28; 1, 38; 9:9, 12, 31; 
10:33, 45; 13:26; 14:21, 21, 41, 62.  Look up 
several of these verses and you will discover 
that, in nearly every case, Jesus calls Himself 
the Son of Man. 

 
 
 
 
3. Why did Jesus use this term when talking about 

Himself and do you think people found it 
confusing, comforting or helpful when He 
described Himself as the Son of Man?  

 
 
 
 
 
4. This term came from the dream that Daniel had 

recorded in Daniel 7:13-14.  Read that passage 
and write down which listed attributes are 
fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  

 
 
 
 
5. How can seeing Jesus as the Son of Man help 

us relate to Him better?  
 
 
 
 


